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CONSTRUCTION SITE         
EROSION & SEDIMENT 
CONTROL
An Inspectors perspective

INSPECTIONS – WHO IS QUALIFIED?

 SPS 360.14 –

 (1) A person certified in accordance with ch. SPS 305 as a soil erosion inspector or 
commercial building inspector shall conduct all inspections performed for the 
purpose of administering and enforcing the erosion and sediment control provisions 
under this chapter.

 (2) The inspections of the erosion and sediment control practices under this chapter 
shall be conducted as required under s. SPS 361.41.

WHAT DOES THE CODE SAY?

 SPS 360 - EROSION CONTROL, SEDIMENT CONTROL AND STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

 SPS 360.02 - This chapter applies to erosion control permits required at all sites where land disturbing 
construction activities of less than one acre occur during the construction of buildings and structures 
serving as public buildings and places of employment.

 Note: Authority over erosion and sediment control at construction sites having a land-disturbance area of 
one acre or more, including all authority for all the requirements in this section, was transferred to the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) under 2013 Wisconsin Act 20, sections 1712 and 2088. 
Consequently, the Department of Safety and Professional Services no longer administers the requirements 
in this section. Information regarding the DNR permit requirements and standards may be available 
at: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stormwater/construction.

Per Wis. Admin. Code § 305.63, no 
person may conduct the inspection of 
one- or two-family dwellings for the 
purpose of administering and 
enforcing Wis. Admin. Code § SPS 
321.125, unless the person holds a 
certification issued by the Department 
as a certified Soil Erosion Inspector. 

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER 
SYSTEM(MS4)

 2.4.4 Construction site inspections and enforcement. Written 
procedures for construction site inspection and enforcement of 
erosion and sediment control measures…at a minimum, the 
procedures shall establish:

a. Municipal departments or staff responsible for construction 
site inspections and enforcement.

Note: The Department recommends that municipal construction 
site inspectors obtain certification as a Soil Erosion Inspector 
pursuant to s. SPS 305.63, Wis. Adm. Code
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TAKEAWAYS
• Pre-Con Meeting –

• Set the standards

• Identify key people (i.e. who will be responsible for inspecting and 
maintaining Erosion and Sediment Control BMP’s)

• Require copies of all inspection reports, including photos

• Ensure the Contractors inspection report matches yours.  If not, 
educate them

• Don’t be afraid to go back to the Civil Engineer on record to solve 
problems.  Don’t rely on “the silt fence guy” to know how to fix every 
problem.

• Maintenance, maintenance, maintenance
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