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Top Tips for Stormwater Reviews

1. SWMP and Civil Plan Set stamped, signed, and dated by WI P.E., meeting 
Wisconsin Administrative Code § A-E 2.02, when applicable?

Step 1 – Cursory Review of Submittal Documents
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Top Tips for Stormwater Reviews

2. Review watersheds entering and leaving the “project limits” 
a) Identify any “run-on” onto the site and whether this is routed around or through the 

proposed stormwater system
b) Verify each “run-off” analysis point
c) Verify that the predeveloped and post-developed watersheds have the same 

boundary.
d) Create Flow Paths and identify Time of Concentration (Tc) for each Flow Path
 Flow path should be from the “most hydraulically distant point” to the analysis 

point leaving the site
 Maximum sheet flow was 300’ in original TR-55, but is now 100’ before 

becoming shallow concentrated flow => This makes a HUGE difference!

Step 2 – Get Familiar with Project Site Limits
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Review the Watersheds entering and leaving the Project Limits
Step 2 – Get Familiar with Project Site Limits
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3. Review Available Online Site Information
a) Check DNR’s Surface Water Data Viewer,  
b) Evaluate USDA’s Web Soil Survey, 
c) Pull up local or County GIS maps. Confirm property 

limits and ownership.

Step 3 – Get Familiar with Online Resources for Project Site Limits

Did the designer use available web 
tools to accurately understand the 
“project site” including wetland and 
waterway constraints, soils, 
topography, existing features, and 
nearby available utilities?
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Step 4 – Get Familiar with Regulatory Requirements
Top Tips for Stormwater Reviews

4. Check Local, County, and State Codes/Ordinances/Statutes
a) Water Quantity - Peak Rate Control? (Presettlement or Predevelopment vs. Post-

development?)
b) Water Quantity – Volume Control? (Predevelopment vs. Post development?)
c) Water Quality – Sediment Control? Total Phosphorus Control?
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Top Tips for Stormwater Reviews

5. Local, County, and 
State Regulators 
involved up front?
a) Pre-Application 

Meeting?
b) Regulators briefed on 

the project and given 
the chance to offer 
any suggestions for a 
successful design and 
approval?

Step 5 – Getting to know your friendly neighborhood regulator

8

Top Tips for Stormwater Reviews
6. Letters? Emails? Virtual Meetings? Web-based PDF Markup Sessions?

Step 6 – Identify an efficient method of communicating comments and responses

9 WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES | DNR.WI.GOV

DNR Storm Water NOI Screening
Wetlands (SWDV)
 Mapped Wetlands  - Wisconsin Wetland Inventory Layer 
 Wetland Indicators & Soils Layer

• NRCS Wet Spots
• Maximum Extent Wetland Indicator (potentially hydric soils)

Navigable Waterway (SWDV)
USGS topo map, either solid or dashed line assume navigable unless 
DNR determines otherwise

Endangered & Threatened Resources - Natural Heritage Inventory 
(NHI) Portal
Historical & Archaeological Resources – Wisconsin Historic 
Preservation Database
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NOI Submittal Reminders

Submit complete EC & SWM plans & calcs
 Recommend attaching complete report as one attachment (if 

feasible)
On-site soil pit/boring location map and soil logs/forms
 Relevant DNR communication including waterway & wetland 

program
Verify DNR received Notice of Intent (NOI)

Ensure receipt of email from DNR stating that “your 
application has been successfully submitted to the DNR for 
processing and review”
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DNR Reviewer Feedback

DNR does not have staff resources to give full SWM reviews 
prior to NOI submittal.   Contact DNR to obtain feedback on 
critical issues:
 Infiltration exemption verification
 Site has wetland indicators on the SWDV but you do not 

believe a formal wetland determination or delineation is 
warranted

 Other issues that may be critical in EC or SWM plan 
development
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Other Tips / Comments from 
Experts in the Audience
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