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Why did the coronavirus hit some countries so 
much harder than others?

By Adam Taylor for the Washington Post

February 1, 2022 

A new study of pandemic preparedness across 177 countries and territories 
appears to have found a key element in Vietnam’s success: trust.
“We found no links between covid outcomes and democracy, populism, 
government effectiveness, universal health care, pandemic preparedness 
metrics, economic inequality or trust in science,” Bollyky said.
These factors were key for pre-coronavirus rankings such as the Global 
Health Security Index, which in 2019 listed the United States and Britain as 
most prepared for a catastrophic biological event, like a pandemic — and 
Vietnam 74th out of 117 countries.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/02/01/trust-lancet-covid-study/
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Percentage of the U.S. Population Who Believes That "People Can Be Trusted" by 
Highest Level of Educational Attainment, 1972 – 2014

Source: General Social Survey, 1972-2014. Data have been smoothed.
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Why are we feeling worse about 
our key institutions when they are 

having such a positive effect on 
our lives?
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Overview of the number of PubMed hits for the search 
term “burnout” between 1970 and 2019

What can institutional leaders do?
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Bridging Capital

Bonding Capital
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